
This 60-Hour, 7-week course will include seven weekly face-to-
face meetings for recertification. The course articles, resources, 
and videos will be shared via an online system. Participants will 
receive a Met/Non-Met score based on a rubric that includes: 
attendance, weekly reading and responses, and weekly assign-
ments. This professional development course and materials will 
be offered at no cost to Dorchester District Two teachers.  

 Course Descriptions

Content Area Reading and Writing - Elementary
In this seven-week course, teachers will explore methods and materials for developing instructional 
frameworks that support students reading and writing across the curriculum. Utilizing research-based 
balanced literacy approach, participants will develop a deep understanding of general theories of 
reading and writing as the foundational knowledge.

Foundations of Reading
The Foundations of Reading course will focus on examining the building blocks of teaching children 
how to read. It focuses on the stages of literacy acquisition. During this course, teachers will become 
proficient in the core components of literacy instruction which consist of phonemic awareness, pho-
nics, fluency, vocabulary, and text comprehension. This course includes an exploration of instructional 
strategies to implement a coordinated literature program and plan an appropriate curriculum in 
literacy development. 

Content Area Reading and Writing - Middle School
In middle and high school, students encounter increasingly more difficult and complex texts in their 
content classes. They require many opportunities to read, write and think if they are to reach high 
levels of learning. Secondary (6-12) educators in the content areas must be knowledgeable teachers 
who can provide instruction that will help students become proficient readers and writers in the 
disciplines. Through this professional development, teachers will closely examine the nature and 
significance of literacy learning and the critical aspects of literacy development. It is designed to em-
power educators to make complex instructional decisions that connect theory, practices, and student 
achievement. Teachers will have an opportunity to develop shared beliefs and align those beliefs with 
research-based practices. Based on relevant and recent research, this professional development offers 
a context for teachers to study, develop, share and learn effective methods of instruction to meet their 
student’s diverse interests and needs.

Instructional Practices
Best instructional practices in balanced literacy are essential to maximize student learning, instruc-
tional time, and quality resources. Through this professional development course, teachers will explore 
methods and materials for developing instructional frameworks that support students in literacy. 
Utilizing a research-based balanced literacy approach, participants will develop a deep understanding 
of the five components: Grade-level or Shared Reading, Differentiated/Guided Reading, Fluency/
Read-aloud/Independent Reading, Phonics/Word Study Analysis, and Writing Workshop. 

 Course Schedule

Spring 2020 
Content Area Reading 
and Writing - Elementary 
SRN: 2019363804
LeAnne Fuller
Sheila Salsman
Tuesdays @JPES
3:00 - 4:30 pm
March 31 
April 21, 28 
May 5, 12, 19, 26

Register on ERO. Attendance at all seven sessions is mandatory. Class size is limited to 30 participants.

*Note: These sessions are elementary based in content; however, they are open to any educator who desires to take the course. Please 
check the R2S requirements for your area of certification.
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